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Xavier welcomes Class of 2018
Student leaders prepare for Manresa

First-year
Fast Facts

1,231 Total class size
Male-female ratio

Photo courtesy of the Office of Student Involvement

47:53

57% Out-of-state students

Students organizing the Manresa orientation program (pictured above in fall 2013) hope to help incoming firstyear students from the Class of 2018 feel welcome in Xavier’s community on campus from Aug. 21 to Aug. 24.
BY TAYLOR FULKERSON
Managing Editor

Every class of Xavier students
spends its first days on campus
completing the Manresa orientation program, which is designed
to initiate students into the
Xavier community. While firstyear students will not arrive on
campus until Aug. 20, the Office
of Student Involvement and
student coordinators have been
working for months on the orientation program.
The Newswire sat down with
the Manresa Core team, a group
of students responsible for coordinating the four-day program,
to learn more about Manresa and
what its organizers hope incoming students will gain from it.
Xavier Newswire: What do you
hope to accomplish with Manresa?
Colin Foos: The point is really to get the first-years well acquainted with campus and the
different things they’re going to
run into here, the resources they
have to help them succeed in
college and also to meet a lot of
first-years and some of the upperclassmen who they’ll see out
and about on campus.
XN: Will there be any big differences to Manresa this year compared to
the last couple of years?
Sydney Smith: Manresa this
year is four days long instead of
©2014
THE XAVIER NEWSWIRE
All rights reserved

Advertising

(513) 745-3561

Circulation

(513) 745-3130

Editor-in-Chief

(513) 745-3607

www.xaviernewswire.com

five days, which was a change
that we made last year because
there is no longer PREP (the
Priority Registration Experience
Program). There’s no dance this
year. Going from five days to four
days, we really had to think about
the really important things that we
needed to include in the schedule
and what really benefits the firstyear students. have time for it.
Cannell: One of the other big
things we’ve added is on the first
night, when they meet their small
groups instead of going to dinner separately. We’re doing an entire-class cookout on the Xavier
Yard.
Smith: Another thing we’ve
incorporated is the interfaith
celebration. In past years, it has
been focused as a mass. This year
we wanted to make it more community-based and we want to
avoid anything exclusive: mass,
service, etc. We want it to be
more inclusive.
XN: What is the main thing that
you’re hoping that first-years take away
from Manresa this year?
Sam Birchfield: Feeling welcome. I think that’s the number
one thing Manresa does, is give
first-year students a welcoming
way to start their brand-new lives.
Cannell: I think the best part
about Manresa is that you could
sit in your room if you wanted,

but then literally everyone else
in your grade is going to be out
meeting each other and doing the
activities. It gives (the first-year
students) a reason to go out and
meet people and do new things,
whereas if they were to just
move in and start class, how do
we know that first-year students
wouldn’t just sit in their rooms
or talk to only their roommates?
We’re putting them in small
groups with different people
from all over the country, and it
opens them to a bunch of different ideas and personalities.
XN: Is there anything that you all
are looking forward to in particular?
Ray: Personally, I’m excited
to see everything come together,
and these little pieces we’ve been
working on for eight months, to
see them finally fall into place.
Cannell: I think seeing it
come together as a whole is the
main goal, obviously, but I think
we’ll all be proud of our individual accomplishments as well. We
all have different job responsibilities that require us to focus on
a certain aspect of Manresa. I
think we can all be proud and say,
“That’s what I did.” We all put it
together, obviously, as a whole,
but it’s just something we can
look back on. We’ve been working on it for eight months and we
just want to see it go smoothly.

In-state students

20%

43%

First-generation students

Multicultural students

23%

Top 5 Majors:
Nursing
Biology
Psychology
Occupational Therapy
Natural Sciences
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Xavier: a brief history

BY RICHARD MEYER
Copy Editor

Xavier University has come a
long way from its original founding in 1831 as an exclusively male
college to where it is today.
Xavier is the fourth-oldest
Jesuit university and the sixtholdest Catholic university in the
country.
At its founding, Xavier was
located on Sycamore Street in
downtown Cincinnati, near St.
Francis Xavier Church which
is still standing today. The college was originally called the
Athenaeum and was dedicated
by Bishop Edward Fenwick, the
namesake for one of the dorms
on today’s campus.
The Athenaeum was only in
existence until 1840, when the
name was changed to St. Xavier
College when the Society of
Jesus, more commonly called the
Jesuits, took control.
St. Xavier College held its location on Sycamore Street for about
72 years, moving to its current location in 1912. The new campus sat
on 26 acres and became a seminary
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
It was known as St. Xavier
College until 1930, when the
Board of Trustees proposed
a name change and the school

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Xavier Newswire

claimed the title still held today:
Xavier University.
The university established
a graduate division beginning
in 1946. There were courses in
chemistry, classical languages, education, English and math.
Prior to the 1960s, Xavier did
not admit women to what was
called the “day program,” which is
closely related to the undergraduate program.
It was not until 1969 that
Xavier became fully coeducational and the first female students
were admitted. When Edgecliff
College, originally a women’s college and separate entity, began
having financial trouble, it merged
with Xavier in 1980.
Along with the student demographic, the campus itself has
changed over the course of Xavier’s
history. Growing from its original downtown location to its new
campus of 26 acres, the campus expanded to a full 190 acres in 2010.
After many years of being an
exclusively commuter campus, the
university became a boarding college in 1924 when Elet Hall became the school’s first dormitory.
The first resident hall boarded 90
students, and the student population increased to 249 total students.
Xavier officially adopted its

mascot, the Musketeer, in 1925
when the campus newspaper, then
known as “The Xaverian News,”
held a contest. The newspaper
took suggestions for potential
mascots.
The Musketeers, along with the
motto “All for One and One for
All,” were proposed by Francis J.
Finn, S.J. They were chosen as a
symbol for the athletic teams.
The D’Artagnan statue, which
is still standing in front of the
Cintas Center, was erected in
1962, when students wanted the
Musketeer to be much more visible around campus.
Xavier uniquely has a secondary
mascot, fondly known as “the Blue
Blob.” The mascot was designed
in 1985 when administrators realized that D’Artagnan scared small
children.
Today, Xavier continues to expand, adding new buildings, such
as Bishop Fenwick Place which
opened its doors in 2011. The
university now has nearly 6,300
students and has 90 majors and 20
graduate programs.
It has earned honors for having
the highest graduation rate in the
Midwest and was recognized as
number four in the top 10 universities in the Midwest by the 2014
U.S. News and World Report.

World News in Brief

Campus News & Social Media Editor Israel have been destroyed. With
several ceasefires having taken
Conflict between Israel and place, a search for a solution is
Gaza continues
still underway.
The deadly conflict between
Israel and Hamas in the Gaza
Passenger plane shot down
Strip continues amid peace talks
over Ukraine
and global pressure to end the
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17
violence. The conflict began on was shot down near the UkraineJuly 8, when Israel responded to Russia border on July 17. The
Hamas, the group recognized passenger plane flying from
commonly as the political orga- Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur
nization that controls the Gaza was believed to have been hit by
Strip, firing rockets toward Israel. a surface-to-air missile launched
The conflict escalated, and now from pro-Russian separatists. All
more than 2,016 Palestinians have 283 passengers and 15 crew membeen killed in the conflict, while bers on board died. The Malaysia
67 Israelis have died. The United Airlines crash came just months
Nations has criticized Israel for after the same airline lost contact
bombing places such as the UN Flight MH-370. That plane has
school serving as a civilian shel- not yet been found.
ter and a hospital. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
Ebola virus spreads in
says that Israel will not stop the
Africa
shelling campaign until all of the
Ebola, a contagious and deadly
Hamas-constructed tunnels into virus, became a global health con-

cern this summer as 2,000 cases
emerged in countries in western
Africa, half of which have resulted in death. Two Americans working in Africa contracted the virus
and both were flown to Emory
University Hospital in Atlanta and
are undergoing medical care. Both
are said to be improving.
Immigration debate heats
up in United States
With thousands of Central
Americans crossing the southern border of the United States
illegally, the immigration debate
once again took center stage this
summer. In recent months, tens
of thousands of people, most of
whom are women and children,
immigrated to the United States to
escape the violence and economic
woes of mostly Central American
countries. Despite much political discussion, Congress failed to
pass President Obama’s proposed
plan of $3.7 billion in aid before
the late summer recess.

Famed comedian and actor
Robin Williams dies
Oscar-winning actor and
world-renowned comedian Robin
Williams died on Aug. 11 at the
age of 63. An investigation confirmed Williams took his own life
in his San Francisco home. The
comedian, who had been battling
depression in recent months, had
previously suffered from mental
illness and substance abuse. In
Photo Courtesy of www.therealsingapore.com
Smoke rises over Gaza as the conflict between Hamas and Israel continues. an issued statement, his wife also

Photo Courtesy of thenation.com

Tensions rise in Ferguson, MO. (above) as protestors confront police officers.

revealed that he was in the early
staged of Parkinson’s disease.
Williams was known for his comedic roles, improvisational skill
and stand-up, but also ventured
into more dramatic roles. He won
the 1998 Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actor for his role in
“Good Will Hunting.” He also
starred in “Mrs. Doubtfire” and
“Dead Poets Society.” Jump to full
article on p. 7

Photo Courtesy of liberalamerica.com

Police and protestors clash
in Missouri following death of
teen
Protests in the St. Louis suburb of Ferguson turned violent
following the shooting of an
unarmed black teenager named
Michael Brown by a police officer. A few protestors reportedly
threw Molotov cocktails at police,
while police fired tear gas at protestors. Some reports suggest the
police have been using excessive
force. The police have also been
accused of bullying journalists,
as well as arresting and firing tear
gas at them. Protestors are calling
on police for more a transparent
investigation on why the 18-yearold Brown was killed. President
Obama and Attorney General
Eric Holder are calling on police
and protestors to solve the issue
peacefully.

Xavier Newswire
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Xavier releases Week of Welcome schedule

BY LYDIA ROGERS

Campus News Editor
Xavier’s Week of Welcome
(WoW) is taking place Aug. 24 to
Sept. 2 this year. WoW is a week
of free events and activities meant
to welcome both incoming and returning students to the University.
WoW is coordinated by the

Office of Student Involvement
and is made possible by contributions from university clubs and
departments that sponsor events
throughout the week.
“WoW offers many opportunities for students to meet and get
to know other students, faculty

Date

and staff,” Student Organizations
Coordinator of the Office of
Student Involvement Crystal
Guffey said. “There is an excitement and positive energy on campus all week long. We hope new
students feel welcomed into our
community as they start to make

Xavier their home.”
The 2014 Week of Welcome
will be comprised of 77 events
presented by 62 different student
groups, university offices and
departments.
“Because Week of Welcome
is highly advertised and attracts

Event

many students, it’s a great time
for groups hosting events to reach
out to a large and diverse audience,” Guffey said. “For student
organizations, this is a great opportunity to recruit new members
or to welcome back returners.”
Details can be found online.

Sponsor

Monday, Aug. 25

H2oh-no the British are Coming: Water Balloon
Reenactment and Cookout

The Most Noble History Club of Xavier University

Tuesday, Aug. 26

Speed Friending

Ladies with Emphasis on Achievement and Distinction
(LEAD)

Ultimate Frisbee Tournament

Wednesday, Aug. 27
Thursday, Aug. 28

The Navigators
Art Department

Light Up Xavier

Friday, Aug. 29

Wag Your Way Back to Campus with APEX

Animals, People and the Earth at Xavier (APEX)

Saturday, Aug. 30

Smoothies, Tunes and Water Balloons

Xavier Students Against Destructive Decisions Every
Day (XSADDED)

Sunday, Aug. 31

Cincinnati Bell WEBN Fireworks

Student Activites Council (SAC)

Tuesday, Sept. 2

Club Day on the Yard

Office of Student Involvement (OSI)

Best study spots on campus
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News & Social Media Editor
With homework, papers, tests
and quizzes approaching in the
upcoming school year, the best
study spots on campus will likely
be busy once again. Here are a few
tips for the best places to study on
campus.
For a quiet spot:
Need silence to focus on all
those anatomy terms or abstract
philosophy concepts? The second-floor library offers plenty of
silence among the bookshelves
and couches. There are also several computers and two printers
available on this floor.

Visit our new
website for:
- The latest articles,
profiles, reviews and
editorials

Photo Courtesy of Richard Meyer

For group projects:
Assigned a group project?
Reserve a study room in the CLC
by visiting www.xavier.edu/ts/
services. Many of these rooms
have dry-erase walls and television
screens to practice presentations.

- Biographies on
each of our editorial
staff members

Lounge in the grass while you look over your notes.

For the best view:
For the daydreamer, the
third-floor Conaton Learning
Commons (CLC) has a nice area
with tables and windows that
look out into the courtyard. It’s a
good place to go on a nice day,
making studying inside a little
more tolerable.

Find a quiet spot in the second-floor library.

For the dying laptop:
It’s never fun for your laptop
battery to die in the middle of a
long paper-writing haul, so try the
third-floor library. This floor of
the library has a long row of large
tables with outlets built in. And if
you’re feeling lucky, try the round
tables in the GSC on the second
and third floors. These coveted
tables also have outlets nearby.

Like what
you see?

Photo Courtesy of Lydia Rogers

For the lover of the outdoors:
When you want to get fresh air
while you study, the Xavier Yard
or the green space above Bishop
Fenwick Place are great options.
You can take in the atmosphere
of the campus while you focus on
your work or watch fellow classmates throw a baseball around.

- An archive of
news, sports,
arts and entertainment
and opinions
and editorials

xaviernewswire.com

Photo Courtesy of Lydia Rogers

For the social studier:
Gallagher Student Center
(GSC) is perfect for students
who like to chat as they work.
The couches around the fireplace are always busy, along
with the nearby tables at Coffee
Emporium. On the ground floor,
the food court (including Ryan’s
Pub) is a good place to grab food
while working, too.

Stay connected:
Xavier Newswire
@xaviernewswire
Photo Courtesy of Lydia Rogers

There are plenty of study spaces available in the CLC for group projects.

Photo courtesy of iconarchive.com
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A true commitment or a convenient catchphrase?

Look around you — while first-year students are
welcoming the sights and sounds of their new home
and upperclassmen are hugging their returning classmates, it’s time we stop to reflect on Xavier University
as the very unique entity that it is.
As you walk through campus for your first or your
101st time, you won’t see a row of Greek houses;
there is no colossal football stadium full of screaming fans with painted bodies; and one might notice
the absence of an echoing lecture hall with 500 empty seats. For reasons like these, one might think that
Xavier University doesn’t offer the “traditional college experience” — and they would be correct.
Xavier University is an institution established in
the tradition of Jesuit higher education whose mission is outlined in its mantra, “Men and Women For
Others.” There is a church, Bellarmine Chapel, seated at the heart of campus with everything academic
and recreational built around it. Such a layout makes
the focus of the university hard to miss — keep God
at the center of everything you do.
So where does that leave you as a student? Very
few young adults entering college feel comfortable
with their faith, whether that be Catholicism, Islam,
Judaism, Hinduism or otherwise, yet you are stepping
into a university that is named for a Catholic saint and
prides itself on its religious values. The idea itself can
be quite overwhelming at first, but you don’t have to
be an observant Catholic — or an observant of any
faith — to become educated as a man or woman for
others and step out into the world as an alumnus of
Xavier University.
Perhaps one of the most important aspects of
the Jesuit tradition is the idea of magis. It is a Latin
word meaning “more” or “better” and is offered as
an intangible goal that one should continually strive
for throughout his or her lifetime. Translating this
idea to your life as a college student isn’t difficult —

strive for more in everything that you do. While this
concept can seem a bit preachy, keep in mind that
its primary purpose is self-betterment in your own
world. Join your Manresa group when they go out
for sushi even if you’ve never really eaten fish. Invite
a professor to grab lunch in the caf and discuss an
area of their expertise that especially interests you.
Join your brothers and sisters in faith at their mosque,
church or temple and immerse yourself in unfamiliar
faith traditions.
Therein lies the difference of Xavier University.
True success as outlined by the university isn’t measured in letters or numbers, but rather your acceptance of and willingness to serve the unfamiliar.
Stepping out of your comfort zone and building new
experiences is only the beginning — you are getting
to know others. Armed with these experiences and
this great knowledge, you can help those that you
have come to know, and together we can serve the
world as men and women for others.

Adam Price is a third-year biology major from Colerain,
Ohio.

“Building a Better Xavier”

Business affairs:
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within
the USA and are prorated.
Subscription and advertising inquiries should be directed
to the advertising manager, Amanda Jones, at 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is
free per person per week. Additional copies are 25 cents.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions
in hopes of fostering dialogue on campus among students, faculty and staff. The
Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor on a
weekly basis. Comments can be submitted
online during the week. Please contact us if
you have opinions and wish to write on a
regular basis or a sense of humor and like to
draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.
Newswire cartoon by Taylor Fulkerson

First Amendment to the United States’Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Community on campus Staff talk:
Home is where your dorm is What do you wish you

Ah, Xavier. A place the country
sees as a “basketball school.” The
place that the state of Ohio sees
as that other school in Cincinnati,
but still not Ohio State. The place
people from my home state of
Tennessee see as a question:
“Now, where is that?” But what I
see, and hopefully what everyone
reading this sees, is a place none
other than home.
I had a weird happening this
past month. I went back to my
parents’ house in Cottontown,
Tenn., for a week or so after my
internship. I was packing up my
car, ready to come back to school.
Once I finished packing the last of
all the junk I had lugged with me,
I looked at my car and said out
loud, “Ready to go home.” Just so
you know, those are not the words
a
stereotypical
southern mother
wants to hear
when her youngest son is leaving
to go off for his
senior year of
college. My mom
shed a tear at that
point, and I apologized to her for
saying that. She
stopped me. She
looked at me and
said, “No. I couldn’t have asked
for a better place than Xavier for
you to call another home.”
So there is that. It’s fall 2014.
Next year is 2015. I’m the class of
2015. Crap, that means I graduate.
Looking back on the last three
years, I like to see where I have
come from and how Xavier has
become home to me. Firstly, I
just wanted to meet people. I am
the type of person who will talk
to a wall if it’s willing to listen,
and Xavier has a lot of buildings. Honestly though, people
that come to Xavier are people
who I want to talk to. I can walk
up to just about anyone and have
a genuine conversation about everything from class to Xavier basketball to the lines in the caf.
Secondly, Xavier has offered so
many things to get involved with
throughout the year, and during
my freshman first year at Xavier
I took full advantage of that. The
number of meetings and programs I went to and participated
in my first year was uncountable.

5

Finally, come end of sophomore
year and into junior year, I narrowed that down to the things I
truly enjoy. If you know me, you
know I spend a lot of my time out
of class in the Center for Faith and
Justice (CFJ) or around Coffee
Emporium. The CFJ has become
my home on campus, a place that
I can go into and talk with any
of the staff for 20 or 30 minutes.
And while Coffee Emporium is
my place of employment, it’s a
place of community also. With my
passion for food and sustainability, Coffee Emporium is a place
you can always find me.
With all that being said, if you
haven’t caught on, I am a huge fan
of our home, Xavier University.
Xavier has lined me up to do great
things. With the
help of the new
sustainability
program, I have
been able to turn
my passions into
a potential career.
Through
the amazing networking opportunities I have
had and through
different
connections I have
made at this
amazing school, I hopefully will
have a career plan in the spring.
To close, I freaking love this
place and everyone in it. Let’s
just keep making Xavier a new
home for everyone, because like
my mama said, we couldn’t have
asked for a better place to become
our second home.
Joe McGrath is a fourth-year

“I am the type of
person who will
talk to a wall if it’s
willing to listen,
and Xavier has a
lot of buildings.”
Joe McGrath

Business Sustainability major from
Cottontown, Tenn.

could go back and tell
your first-year self ?
Nick McGill:

Don’t share too
many of your
meal swipes. It’s
a bad idea.

August 20, 2014
Tatum Hunter:
If your goal
doesn’t intimidate you,
it’s not worth
pursuing.
Lydia Rogers:
Change your
major while
you can.

Hollis Conners:

Taylor Fulkerson:

Don’t be afraid
of your future.
Embrace the
uncertainty!

The most difficult obstacles
to overcome
are your own
expectations.

Meredith Francis:

Andrew Koch:

Don’t listen to
the haters. Your
cardigans are
cool.

Don’t ever
grow a chin
beard. You will
look like a goat.

Three tips for incoming students
Your college experience is in your hands
Going to college, we all have
certain expectations. We’ve heard
stories, seen movies and read
books, but we still never know
quite what to expect.
My first year at Xavier was a
rollercoaster of emotions. I was
excited, yet terrified, happy, yet
homesick, but ready to take on
the next four years in this new
home.
To make the most of your
Xavier experience, I would give a
few little tidbits of advice.
One: get involved. There are
163 organizations and clubs at
this school, and if you do a little
searching, you’re bound to find
something that fits your lifestyle.
During college, your education
comes not only from the classroom, but from your experiences
and involvement . Being involved

teaches you transferable skills that
you can use throughout your life.
Two: never turn down an opportunity to make a new friend.
It’s important to branch out from
your roommates and your hallmates and meet unique individuals from all over the campus. You
never know where you might meet
your best friends.
And finally, three: enjoy. These
are the best four years of your life.
Yes, this is cliché, but it’s true. I
have made the best friends and
the most memorable of memories and have an education that
has taught me about leadership,
service and being a woman for
others.
Now, as a senior, I am happy
to say that I am comfortable and
confident in my decision to come
to Xavier. I have made friends that

will last me a lifetime, and I am
proud to be a Xavier student.

Laura Birckhead is a fourth-year
Communications major from Cincinnati.
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Xavier athletics proves its presence on campus
BY NICK MCGILL

Sports Editor
The start of a new academic
calendar means fresh starts for the
athletic seasons.
As Musketeers file in from all
over the country this week to begin their next step towards graduation, many student-athletes have
already been on campus preparing
for their upcoming season.
Athletics are the biggest catalyst to bringing our entire student
body together.
Packing the stands at Cintas
or bringing a group of friends
to watch the soccer team quickly
brings the Xavier community
closer as students come together
to cheer for their school.

Xavier’s visibility is growing
as more and more students walk
the campus and more and more
visitors come to cheer on the
Musketeers.
Community is a part of Xavier-that is undeniable. Whether it is in
the dorms, classrooms, majors,
teams, clubs, etc., community
holds everyone together at Xavier.
Sports on campus are a major way
for the University to create a connection between the Xavier community and the community in and
around Cincinnati.
Ask someone from Nashville,
Tenn. if they know about Xavier,
they will say that they saw the
baseball team make a charge into
the NCAA Tournament.

Ask someone from Toronto if
they know about Xavier, they will
tell you that they have one of their
very own playing professionally
for their hometown soccer team.
Ask someone from Dallas if
they know about Xavier and they
may say that recruiters have been
avidly looking into his or her son’s
performance on the high school
diamond.
Xavier athletics have been a
dominating presence around the
country and now with Xavier being a part of the Big East, visibility has skyrocketed.
The Big East, being a major power conference, provides
Xavier with national television
coverage for most of its home

games.
Much of the student body is
infused with Xavier pride and it
shows everywhere they go.
Nothing means more to this
university financially or publically
than the men’s basketball team,
which has brought in an average
of 10,000 people per game since
Cintas Center opened in 2000.
Countless superstar athletes and
All-Americans have graced the
court at Cintas in front of thousands of fans, helping give Xavier
the image that it has today.
It’s good to be back at Xavier,
where it takes great responsibility but is rewarding to be a true
Musketeer.
When the lights turn on and it’s

time to compete, nothing brings
students closer together than
cheering on the Musketeers.

Newswire file photo

D’Artagnan excites the crowd at Cintas.

Hagglun and Christon move to professional leagues

Highlighted upcoming events

Staff Writer
Just one year into his professional career, former Xavier soccer standout Nick Hagglund is
already making noise around the
MLS for Toronto FC. Hagglund
was selected 10th overall in the
MLS’s 2014 SuperDraft after an
astonishing four years in a Xavier
jersey where he made 80 starts
out of 81 appearances for the
Musketeers.
Hagglund amazed all those
who watched and competed
against him earning back-to-back
First Team All-Conference and
Defensive Player of the Year
awards in the A-10 as well as in
Xavier’s inaugural Big East season
for his junior and senior seasons.
Anyone who filled the stands

Staff Writer
It is time for another exciting
year of Xavier athletics. Both the
women’s and men’s soccer teams
look to start their seasons off on
the right foot. The new season
brings new opportunities for both
teams, which showed incredible
promise and potential for the upcoming season.
The women begin on Aug.
22 in Harrisburg, Va., at the
JMU Invitational against James
Madison, and the men start on
Aug. 29 at home vs. Lipscomb.
Both teams experienced winning, but ultimately unsatisfying,
seasons last year and are looking
toward improvement for their respective 2014 campaigns.
Elsewhere, the women’s volleyball team is ready to get going
after a disappointing loss last season to Creighton in the Big East

BY ADAM TORTELLI

Newswire file photo

Hagglund has appeared in 15 of 22
games for the Toronto FC as a rookie.

at Xavier Soccer Complex over
the last four years left knowing
that they had witnessed a special
player. Hagglund’s impact on the
game never wandered with lesser
opponents, as he constantly held
down the back line of head coach
Andy Fleming’s defense.
After a strenuous workout in
Florida to prepare himself for the
professional season, Nick made
his professional debut in April.
So far, Hagglund has found the
field in 15 of Toronto’s 22 games
— highlighted by 13 starts —
and Rookie of the Week honors
shortly after his debut. Despite
the three-week World Cup break,
Hagglund surely has his name in
the hat for MLS Rookie of the
Year.
Highlighting Hagglund’s early
success was undoubtedly his efforts in shutting down striker
Tierry Henry of the New York
Red Bulls, one of his personal
idols.
Joining Hagglund on the list of
recent Xavier standouts drafted
onto a professional sports team is
former guard Semaj Christon.
After being the face of the
basketball program for two
years, Semaj took his talents to
the NBA, where he joined former Musketeers David West and
Jordan Crawford and was eventually drafted 55th overall by the
Miami Heat. Following a couple
of draft day trades, Christon is

Newswire file photo

Christon looks to be part of the
Thunder squad for the season opener.

BY RYAN O’TOOLE

championship. Now with a year
of experience under their belt, the
Musketeers aim to return to the
Big East Championship game for
another shot at the title.
The team looks to shine this
year on Cintas Center’s new, dynamic court design. The new
court design will debut this fall
and will feature the classic bold
Xavier “X” as well as a fresh depiction of the Cincinnati skyline.
Other sports beginning soon
include cross country, swimming
and golf.
Xavier University is lucky
enough to have so many teams
and sport programs, but it cannot
thrive without fan support.
Make it a priority to support
your fellow students and show
your Xavier pride this season.
These athletes are ready to deliver
for us, and it should be a wonderful year.

now a member of the Oklahoma
City Thunder, where he will try to
earn a spot on the roster and the
opportunity to learn from reigning
MVP Kevin Durant and perennial
All-Star Russell Westbrook.
Christon said goodbye to
Xavier after leading the team to
a very successful 21-13 season,
capped off with an appearance in
the NCAA tournament.
The former First Team All-Big
East player took part in the NBA’s
Summer League with other rookies looking to make a name for
themselves.
Christon is now preparing
for training camp where he will
hope to make the roster when
Oklahoma City opens its season
against the Portland Trail Blazers
on Oct. 29.

Xavier will debut its new court design this fall with the start of volleyball season.

from getting to a soccer game
or another game on time, so be
prepared.
A quick way to make friends is
to know when sports events are
and how to get there.
Lastly, don’t be “too cool”
to engage with the rest of the
student section in cheering on
Xavier. Whether it is jumping up
and down in the bleachers before
the tipoff or chanting “de-fense,”
DO IT.
Trust me, it is fun, and I even
catch myself chanting on the
bench every once in a while.
Here’s to a successful school
year with a new group of true
Musketeer fans.

Xavier students show their pride at a packed house at Cintas Center.

Photo courtsey of Cincinnati.com

Opinion: what it takes to be a true Musketeer fan
BY Matt Stainbrook
Guest Writer

As the first day of school approaches, it is important for the
new additions to the Xavier family (and possibly some that already
are family members) to learn what
it takes to be a true Musketeer fan.
The first, and perhaps most important, rule to being an authentic
Musketeer fan is, whether we win,
lose or draw, we do it with excitement, class and pride.
Being part of a community
such as Xavier is a responsibility that can be a lot of fun if it is
done right.
I had the opportunity to watch
a soccer game at the Maracanã

National Stadium in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, the site of the 2014
World Cup Final, and the fans
there were amazing.
They cheered the whole game,
standing on their feet, singing,
clapping their hands and were engaged in the game all 90 minutes.
There were no negative issues or
berating of the other team. Good
sportsmanship was displayed
all-around.
That excitement is what I have
witnessed in my years at Xavier
thus far.
Next, always remember to be
early and be loud.
It is never good to be the person holding your friends back

Newswire file photo
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World mourns loss of comedian Robin Williams
BY ALEX SPINDLER

Arts & Entertainment Editor
Much to the surprise of
the entertainment industry
and his international fan
base, Robin Williams was
found dead in his home on
Aug. 11.
A detailed autopsy
confirmed that Williams
died as a result of suicide
by asphyxiation. Williams
had been suffering from
long bouts of depression
and alcoholism for close
to three decades. His immediate family revealed
that Williams was in the
early stages of Parkinson’s
disease, a diagnosis not yet
Photo courtesy of sliceofscifi.com
revealed to the public.
Williams
died
unexpectedly
on Aug. 11.
CBS News reports that
Williams fell further into
scholarship.
depression after the cancellation
Williams was one of the most
of his recent show, “The Crazy recognized voice actors, dramatic
Ones,” co-starring Sarah Michelle artists and stand-up comedians of
Gellar. Due to lukewarm reviews his generation. With a career spanand only a meager ratings boost, ning nearly 35 years, Williams got
CBS pulled the plug last April.
his “big-break” on the TV series
Williams was born in 1951. He “Mork and Mindy” in 1978. After
began acting in high school and serving his time as a sitcom star,
pursued it at the College of Marin Williams’ reputation as a versatile
in Kentfield, Calif. He began his comedian and improviser quickly
comedy work in San Francisco took off.
in the early 1970s, taking it with
He did not begin acting in
him to New York as he attend- films until 1977 when he appeared
ed the Juilliard School on a full in “Can I Do It ‘Till I Need

Westgate leaves Xavier
BY ALEX SPINDLER

Arts & Entertainment Editor
This past June, the
Xavier Department of
Music and Theatre announced that associate
professor Dr. Matthew
Westgate will not return to
Xavier in the fall. Westgate
will take on a new position
as director of wind studies at the University of
Massachusetts.
Westgate just recently
concluded a European
tour with Xavier’s combined Symphonic Winds
and Orchestra ensemble
earlier this summer. The
ensemble visited various
countries and performed
Photo courtesy of umass.com
its concerts in Prague and
Vienna. Students have Westgate left for University of Massachusetts.
looked up to Westgate not
viously served as conductor for
only as a mentor and conductor, the university’s jazz ensemble.
but also as an inspiration through
Additionally, Westgate frehis many roles in the department. quently collaborates with the
Since his departure from the Department of Music and
University of Cincinnati College Theatre by conducting the pit
Conservatory of Music — where orchestra for the various musical
Westgate earned his doctorate productions.
in 2008 — he has served as di“I feel so blessed to know these
rector of instrumental activi- fantastic students and colleagues,”
ties for a variety of ensembles in Westgate said. “And I feel lucky
the Department of Music and to have them in my life. The best
Theatre. While he did not expect part about the past six years has,
to stay at Xavier for very long, by far, been the people I have had
Westgate has made his six-year the privilege of working with and
career here memorable and influ- learning from every day. I will forential for a variety of students and ever be grateful for this time in my
faculty.
life.”
Students recognize his presence
The Xavier Department of
as director of Symphonic Winds, Music and Theatre, the various
the Xavier Chamber Orchestra ensembles and music groups and
and the Xavier Pep Band, which the Xavier community will surely
plays at all the Xavier men’s bas- miss Westgate and his years of
ketball games. Westgate also pre- service to the school.

Glasses?”
as a spokesperson for St. Jude
Williams struggled with addicWilliams broke the mold of Children’s Research Hospital.
tion over the course of his life,
being categorized as solely the
His work with fellow come- developing addictions to both cofunny-guy. His Academy Award- dians Whoopi Goldberg and caine and alcohol.
winning supporting role in “Good Billy Crystal established the
He also dealt with depresWill Hunting” contains memo- Comic Relief Fund, which has sion for most of his career, esrable scenes often improvised by raised nearly $80 million for pecially at the end of his life as
the actor.
those suffering from poverty and it was exacerbated by early stage
In addition, Williams’ wacky homelessness.
Parkinson’s Disease and several
voice acting is most often acWhen time became available career setbacks.
claimed in his animated role as the throughout his career, Williams
Robin Williams leaves behind
Genie in Disney’s “Aladdin.”
would frequently perform his a legacy of films, television and
After a rift lasting nearly two stand-up routines for those serv- comedy that will be appreciated
decades between Disney and ing overseas.
by generations.
Williams, the animated company
acknowledged
Williams’ importance in its animated film and
honored him with
a Disney Legend
award.
His
other
films
include
“Good Morning,
Vietnam,”
“Flubber,”
“Hook,”
“Mrs.
Doubtfire” and
“Patch Adams.”
Many
fans
never knew that
Williams
was
an avid philanPhotos courtesy of filmoria.co.uk, fanpop.com and listal.com, respectively.
thropist of his
Robin
Williams
in
“Dead
Poets’
Society,”
“Mrs. Doubtfire” and “Good Will Hunting.”
time. He served

The essential guide
to Cincinnati theater
BY ALEX SPINDLER

Arts & Entertainment Editor
While the end of the summer
season marks the conclusion of
tan lines and beach playlists, the
Cincinnati theater scene is only
beginning to heat up.
Repertory companies and
even Xavier’s own Department
of Music and Theatre have unveiled their season listings for
what is sure to be an eclectic array of shows. Among the variety
of productions are seasoned classics and regional premieres. The
Xavier Newswire has the scoop
on which shows will generate the
most excitement and will be opening soon.
“The Last Five Years” by
Jason Robert Brown, Xavier
University Department of Music
and Theatre, Sept. 5 – 6
This two-person musical tragedy showcases all the pitfalls and
peaks of a monogamous relation-

Scott Fitzgerald, adapted by Simon
Levy, The Cincinnati Shakespeare
Company, Sept. 5 – Oct. 4
Per tradition, the Cincinnati
Shakespeare Company’s crop of
productions includes classics from
the Bard along with modern adaptations. “Gatsby” introduces leading man Nick Carraway to tycoon
Jay Gatsby and his past. Masked
beneath the glitz and glamor of
the 1920’s Jazz Age, “Gatsby” receives its first staging in an exclusive and fresh production.
“Sherlock Holmes and the
Adventure of the Suicide Club”
by Jeffrey Hatcher, Cincinnati
Playhouse in the Park, Sept. 6 –
Oct. 4
Inspired by the writings of
both Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
and Robert Louis Stevenson, this
classic “whodunit” play combines
both mysterious suspense and
humor. An off-the-cuff game of
Russian roulette finds Holmes
at the center
of a grave
mystery far
beyond anything he has
seen before.
Sly, humorous
and intriguing
at its core,
“Sherlock
Holmes” is
sure to be a
hit.
Photo courtesy of ensemblecincinnatiorg.

ship from the perspectives of
Jamie and Cathy. The show utilizes a unique, parallel structure
in which the plot is told in both
regular and reverse chronological
order. Heartbreaking and hopeful, this musical will surely incite
simultaneous tears and laughter.
“Hands on a Hardbody”
by Doug Wright, Trey Anastasio
and Amanda Green, Ensemble
Theatre Cincinnati, Sept. 2 – 21
In this debut, regional premiere, “Hands on a Hardbody”
is based off a 1997 documentary
in which a group full of Texas
hopefuls fights for more than just
a shiny set of wheels. These contestants must keep their hands on
a new red truck, and the last to
keep his or her grip wins the coveted prize. With a score inspired
by rockabilly blues and countrywestern flair, “Hardbody” looks
to raise the roof.
“The Great Gatsby” by F.

Ensemble Theatre will present “Hands on a Hardbody,” which was featured on Broadway last year.
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Xavier Hot Spots
Coffee Emporium: With two locations
on campus, students can easily grab a cup of
coffee for an upcoming all-nighter or in the
morning before class. It is open from 7 a.m.
to 11 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday in Gallagher
Student Center.. It is open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Friday and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday in the
Smith location.

Conaton Learning Commons (CLC):
For those who can’t focus in their dorm
rooms, the CLC is equipped with spaces for
study: wide areas for group projects, private
study rooms and the near-silent library. It
also has printers, a scanner and various office supplies for students.

Cintas Center: Sports fans will love
Cintas Center, the home court of the men’s
and women’s basketball teams, as well as
the women’s volleyball team. It also hosts a
variety of other events including the biannual career fair, conferences and, this year,
an exhibition game between the Cleveland
Cavaliers and the Indiana Pacers.

Gallagher Student Center (GSC): GSC
puts a number of places to get food in one
convenient location. Ryan’s Pub, Subway and
Blue Gibbon are all nestled on the ground
floor. There is also the “Ignation Station,”
which serves students’ convenient store
needs such as soap, toothpaste and microwavable food. GSC is open 24/7 for students to hang out and do homework.

Sand Volleyball and Basketball
Courts: Students can come here in their
free time for a game of volleyball or basketball. Students must use their ALL Cards to
swipe into the basketball courts. Intramural
teams often compete on the sand volleyball
courts.

Bellarmine Chapel: Student masses are
offered Sundays at 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. Other
mass times include 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m., 12 p.m. and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 8 a.m. Saturday.

Currito: Here, students can use the
Dining Dollars that come with their meal
plans to buy burritos and smoothies.

The Xavier Yard: Located between
Gallagher Student Center (GSC) and
Husman Hall, this section of campus is the
ideal place for frisbee throwing, laying out
in the sun and scrolling through Facebook
while pretending to study. Various clubs host
a number of events throughout the year.

All Photos by Hollis Conners

